in Washington DC, six of the ten counties with the fastest-growing economies are in Africa.
There is a strong support among AI researchers. Last month, the African Masters of Machine Intelligence degree programme, which I organized with sponsorship from Facebook and Google, started courses with 30 students. More than 30 global experts have agreed to come to the African Institute of Mathematical Sciences in Kigali, Rwanda, to teach it. If the quality of a programme is judged by the quality of the lecturers, this is the best curriculum in the world.
The next step is to develop a coordinated plan to encourage AI education across the continent, incentivize entrepreneurship in the AI sector, and facilitate collaboration between AI researchers and experts in health care, agriculture and other sciences. We need a pan-African strategy: a set of ambitious goals for AI education, research and development and industrialization. African nations must forge ties with their local AI expertise. Other countries, including China and France, have benefited from their countryspecific initiatives. Canada, in particular, has cultivated a good synergy between a strong AI research community and receptive political leadership. As a consequence, the major tech companies all have centres in Montreal.
Another essential step is setting out a road map to mobilize human and financial resources, including a pan-African AI fund to support coordinated efforts. A network of African institutes of artificial intelligence, for example, could retain the best talents on the continent, enlist world-class African scientists to tackle AI challenges in the African context and collaborate with existing academic institutions. The network could also support policy makers and collaborate with the private sector.
Finally, African governments must create a standard legal framework and a set of values that will help to ensure that AI in Africa serves the good of humanity. There is a growing fear around the world about nefarious uses of AI. Fortunately, initiatives to prevent such uses are emerging. In the public sector, the European Commission this April outlined an approach to setting ethical guidelines for AI. In the private sector, Google published a set of standards this June to govern its AI research and product development. Now is the time to build a foundation that ensures that AI helps bring better lives in Africa and beyond. With foresight and planning, the technological revolution that AI brings will be a force to empower a fair and prosperous society. The oft-overlooked continent has much to give and to get from AI. ■ 
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Look to Africa to advance artificial intelligence
If AI is to improve lives and reduce inequalities, we must build expertise beyond the present-day centres of innovation, says Moustapha Cisse.
